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       INSIDE ARE  LAST MONTH’S MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES,
BOARD MEETING MINUTES, AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION.

OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS

If you have any questions about the Gold Coast
Woodturners, please contact any of these officers,
board members or committee chairpersons:

Rick Pixley, President.......................(954) 435-2920
Lee Sky, Vice President....................(954) 971-6314
Elliot Schantz, Treasurer…..…..........(954) 431-7603
Alva Pixley, Secretary.......................(954) 435-2920 
Ray Reiland, Board Member.............(954) 475-1167
Jerry Remillard, Board Member........(954) 434-5289
Carl Spinnler, Membership................(954) 946-1302
Joe Montagnino, Past President.......(305) 824-0112
Vasan Venkataraman, Newsletter.....(954) 568-3409
Dee Trudeau, Librarian/Tools...........(954) 782-4854
Lee Sky, Wood Committee...............(954) 971-6314
Vasan Venkataraman, Website.........(954) 568-3409

MISSION  STATEMENT

The Gold Coast Woodturners, a chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners, was formed in
1992 to promote an awareness of the craft and art of
modern-day turning.  Each meeting is designed and
organized to present woodturning-related programs
and projects to the members.  Demonstrations are
also presented that may be performed by a GCWT
member or a world-recognized guest turner.  No
matter what is scheduled for the next meeting,  the
results will be the same.  Woodturners will gather to
share their experiences as well as learn from the
experiences of others.  All benefit, novices and “old
timers” alike.  Beginners learn techniques and styles
while the experts reaffirm their skills by demonstrating
and teaching.

Gold Coast Woodturner 
membership benefits also include:

�   Participation in all GCWT-sponsored activities
and demonstrations.  

�   Weekend workshops to learn new techniques.

�   Wood source opportunities through raffles and
auctions.

�   Tool and supply discounts available from local
and national retailers.    

�   Videotape library.

�   Tools and accessories available for loan.

�   To support the  AAW,  the national
woodturners organization we encourage our
membership to join the AAW and receive the
American Woodturner Magazine.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rick Pixley, November, 2004

Well the end of the year is rapidly approaching. This
is the time of year to enjoy family and friends and
woodturning. It might even cool off a little. Just
when you thoughtit was safe to come out of the
voting polls, here again is another important
election. Atour next meeting the nomination
committee will make their recommendations for
officers and board members for the upcoming year.
The floor will be open for anyone to declare his/her
candidacy and to have nominations from the floor.



We will then vote and the winners will be installed at
the regular business meeting in December. The board
decided to continue with tradition and have a holiday
party at our December meeting. This will be discussed
at this next meeting.

Once again I need to remind folks that if they
feel even the slightest irritation when turning to please
wear a good mask. One of our more experienced folks
just had a bad time and trip to the emergency room
suffering from exposure to Albezia chips that had been
in a pile for a few days and had mold on them. He was
wearing a dust mask, but not the microbe protection
kind. I haven’ t spoken directly with him so I won’ t
mention his name. This same person recently
underwent surgery to one of his knees and is now
recovering. I wish him well and a very speedy
recovery. On the same note another member had a trip
to the emergency room compliments of a flying bowl
and luckily only suffered broken glasses and a black
eye. I don’ t know if he was wearing a shield but we all
know the risk is there if we chose not to.

On a lighter side this is the show season so I
hope all will try and make it to at least one this season,
even if you don’ t participate, drop by and share good
company and camaraderie. The next event is this
weekend at Fairchild Gardens in South Dade and Ray
will be showing at Wellington in Palm Beach. Most of
these events are club sanctioned and there to promote
the art as well as offer an outlet for all the fine work
done by the members along with a few bucks to our
treasury.

Best holiday wishes to you and yours from
Alva and myself.

Rick

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of October 21st, 2004

Rick Pixley had the newcomers introduce themselves:
Wayne Matson, Richard Collins, Jim Call, Madison
and Mike Barry and Sig Schwartz.

Demonstration:
Al Gruntwagen, from the Palm Beach club,

graciously agreed to give us a demonstration on natural
edge bowls.

Al said he starts by making a 2 ½ " tenon.

Leave the center mark on the bottom, so after drying
it can be centered again. Al told us that he starts
between centers with the bark on. He said to mark
the center, if you want both sides the same, or adjust
the center in the tail stock. He likes a small bottom
and the sides going out and up. The piece will have
to dry, so smoothness is not an issue. He likes to
turn at the highest speed possible (as long as it’s
safe). Start by cutting at the top. Place your tool just
so it touches the wood, then bring it back, then you
can move in just right to start cutting. Make sure the
wall thickness is the same all around. Glue the bark
with CA glue. Al uses a vacuum chuck.

This was a very informative demo and we
thank Al for coming.

Business:
Dee Trudeau won George’s bring-back, but

he didn’ t have it with him.
Dee reported about a digital Panasonic

camera at Brandsmart, and we all agreed that she
should purchase it. It will be paid for with part of
the grant money.

Rick said he needs suggestions on new items
we would like for our library.

Ken Roman, Lee Sky and Joe Montagnino
will decide on a slate of officers for next year.

Ray reported there will be a show in
February (Fiesta of the Arts); and a reminder about
the Ramble at Fairchild Gardens on November 21st

and 22nd, and there will be a Palm Beach show on
the same weekend. Any who wants to participate in
the Ramble, call Steve Miller (305) 472-2034.

We were happy to hear that Mitch Wolok is
having a one-man show at the Old Davie Museum
from October 22nd to November 19th.

Irene Giffert is available in May and July for
a demo, but we decided against it.

We now have DVD’s of the AAW
Symposium for our library.

The Seagull School mailed a plaque in
appreciation of our donation in George
Snyder’sname. We will continue our tradition and
ask members to make boxes or ornaments
fordonation.

It would be welcomed if anyone who would
like to donate turned ornaments to decorate a tree.
This decorated tree will be sold, and the proceeds
will be given to charity.



INSTANT GALLERY:

Rick Pixley:

Hollow form from Poinciana
with a lacquer finish; vase
from coffee burl with lacquer
finish.

Lee Sky:

Steel tool rest; shoe spoons made
from ringwood and crab wood

Alva Pixley:

Box made from pink ivory and
ebony with cutout insert,
finished with wipe-on poly.

Roger Stegman:
Two bowls made from sea
grape; six carved figures made
from Norfolk Island pine;
light house made from gumbo
limbo; square turned pine cup
finished with poly.

Ray Reiland:

Tall Norfolk island pine vase
finished with poly; natural
edge bowl  made f rom
mahogany finished with poly;
royal Poinciana plate.

Richard Chapman:
Plate made from Brazilian
pepper finished with bees
wax; Norfolk Island pine
vase, no finish; black olive
hollow form finished with
waterlox.

Dee Trudeau (the photographer):
Two hollow forms from Tagua Nut; Norfolk Island
Pine hollow form finished with poly.

Sorby Demonstration Report: 
Dee Trudeau

On November 6th I attended the Robert
Sorby demonstration at our local Woodcraft Store.

The demonstrator was a gentleman from
England by the name of Clive. If you have the
new Robert Sorby catalog, he©s the chap pictured
on page 4.

The specialty tools that he demonstrated
were the Stebcentre drives, the Spindlemaster, the
Texturing and Spiraling Tool, and the Multi Tip
Hollowing Tool. 

The Stebcenter has a ring of sharp teeth
that bites into the wood for minimal risk of
splitting and the center point is spring loaded. It
comes in three sizes: ½ inch, 7/8 inch and 1 ¼
inch.
The demonstration using the Spindlemaster was
on cutting beads, coves and pummels. He
explained that it was more friendlier to use than
the skew. Since it has no corners like the regular
skew there is little chance of a dig in and the cuts
are just as clean as if it were done with a regular
skew. The sharpening was so easly done. Just
hone across the flat top. Clive had these little
diamond sharpners in his sleeve pocket which he©d
pull out and run it several times over the top. So
easy! The Spindlemaster comes in three sizes: ½
inch, ¾ inch and 1 inch.
The demonstration on using the Texturing and
Spiraling tool was great. He had many sample
turnings that he had made. Clive did some
spiraling on a piece of French Boxwood, which by
the way is beautiful wood. He showed that by just
tilting the wheel and going the opposite direction
of the first set of spirals you can create a diamond
pattern. The Texturing Tool consisted of using the
largest of the cutter wheels and going back and



force across the piece. This gave the article a
wonderful texture.
The Multi Tip Hollowing Tool features a ¾ inch
half-round shank with interchangeable tips. It is used
with the flat side on the tool rest. Since the flat side
rests on the tool rest you don©t get that rocking
motion that you get with the round shank tools. It
comes with 4 different cutting tips. This was a very
impressive piece of equiptment.

Some of Clive©s sample turings consisted of
three cornered dishes and bowls with decorative
textures on the bottoms. His small goblet with
spilrals on the upper half inch of the rim was
precious. He gave me a small three cornered bowl
that he made during the demonstration which I will
bring to the meeting .

There is always something that can be
learned at these demonstration. If you did not go to
this demonstration you should strive to go to the next
one.
Keep turning and smilin©

Dee Trudeau

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Thursday, November 18, 2004  - Membership
Meeting.

Ramble at Fairchild Gardens - November 21st and
22nd 

Membership dues are now being accepted for
2005!

MEMBERSHIP FORM

The membership year for the Gold Coast
Woodturners Club runs from January 1 to
December 31.    Annual dues are $30.00.

PLEASE NOTE, we are a Chapter of the  American
Association of Woodturners. All members are
expected to be members of the AAW and covered
by their insurance. The AAW dues are $35.00 per
year and  you receive a quarterly magazine and a
directory of all AAW members throughout the
world.

Gold Coast Woodturners
Membership Application

Name                                                       

Spouse                                                     

Address                                                    

City                                                           __

State                      ZIP                              

Home Phone                                             

E-Mail                                                        

           Please check if you do not want your
name published in the newsletter

Yearly dues of $30.00 are made payable to:

Gold Coast Woodturners,
c/o Eliot Schantz
GCWT Treasurer
11031 N.W. 20th Street
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
(954) 431-7603
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